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Steller Secondary's December Travel Intensive: 
Culture and History of the Mayan Riviera 
December 5 – 16, 2026  


December 5 			Bienvenidos				    	(D)
5:05pm	Arrive in Cancun. We will facilitate a group transfer to Valladolid, Mexico. This town is known as "The Capital of the Mayan Orient" and is one of the two Magical Towns of Yucatán. ’Tis a beautiful destination to start our journey since it has kept the architectural beauty of its ancestral colonial buildings and culture. The transfer is about 90 minutes.  On the bus, Gina your tour facilitator, will  give an  overview of “Indigenous History of the Yucatan”
https://www.indigenousmexico.org/articles/indigenous-yucatan-the-center-of-the-mayan-world 


7:00pm	Upon arrival, we will check in to our hotel, the Waye. 
http://waye.mx/en  


7:30 pm	Welcome Dinner with traditional Mexican cuisine.
							


December  6   	  		Ek Balam				(B, L )

Breakfast is on your own at the hotel daily!
8:3oam	Depart for Ek Balam archeological site. We learn about the incredible history of the Maya. https://www.themayanruinswebsite.com/ek-balam.html 
11:30 am 	Indulge in the waters of the Cenote Hubikú. We will have lunch here.  
 3:00pm	NGO  Visit  and  Indigenous rights  briefing through youth perspective. https://kumenfundacion.org

5:00pm	We walk through Valladolid’s downtown to the Parque Francisco Canton  de los Frailes where at 5:30 there is a traditional Jarana dance.  Then we will wander to find dinner and enjoy down time  to rest and debrief. 


December 7   				Chichen Itzá			(B, L, D)

Breakfast
8:00am	Chichen Itzá! This morning we visit this amazing archeological site where our local guide will share their knowledge! You will have a bit of free time to wander on your own, take pictures, and absorb the power of this place.  https://www.chichenitza.com
1:00pm	Lunch
2:30pm	We spend our afternoon enjoying the refreshment of another cenote!   
Return to hotel for  dinner. 
9:00pm/9:25pm  	Enjoy Valladolid’s free video mapping light show at the Convent of San Bernardino de Siena. 


December 8  					Hoy Maya			(B, L, D)

Breakfast

Day Excursion to Mayan Village Mucuyché. 

We will be hosted in community and experience a demonstration on embroidery.   We will have a traditional lunch and then end our day with Service Learning (90 min), and end at the local cenote! 
Return to hotel for dinner. 


December 9   									(B, L)

Breakfast
 
9:00am	Spanish class. 	 
11:00am	Support local arts at the Casa de Los Venados and take one of their guided tours (in English or Spanish). Dorianne and John Venator's collection will blow you away; plus, with your donation, this museum/private house has the opportunity to benefit the local community in multiple ways. 
Lunch. 
2:30pm	 Learn about cacao and chocolate making hands-on (workshop https://choco-storymexico.com 
4:30pm	We end our afternoon with a brief tour of San Servacio Church
to tour and learn about the history of colonialism and Catholicism in Mexico.

Evening and dinner are free tonight. Maybe enjoy some local music at a local cantina after we walk the Calzada de los Frailes, one of the prettiest cobblestone streets in town that dates back to the 16th century.



December 10  				Tulum 		            	( B, L)_

Breakfast & check out of our hotel. 

9:00am	We are off to Tulum!  On our way we will stop at the Cenote Choj– Ha, and the Nohoch Aktun cave. 

After lunch we will visit the Punta Laguna Reserve/Or option to add on  a package for Ziplining  (an extra $80)!   https://selvamayaecoadventuretulum.com

 
4:00pm	Check into our hotel Akumal. We will enjoy a group circle, and rest at the hotel or beach.  

Dinner and evening free.   






December 11  			Sian Ka'an Biosphere Reserve	( B, L)

Breakfast

9:00am	Day Excursion to Sian Ka'an Biosphere Reserve, a stunning area and rich natural environment with amazing biodiversity. Enjoy local ecotourism activities. This UNESCO World Heritage Site offers amazing biodiversity from forests, mangroves, and coral reefs. The name means “Gate of Heaven” in Mayan.  

Lunch in the park. 

Dinner 
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Breakfast 
9:00am 	Spanish Class  
10:30am	Our morning continues  with a swim in Cenote Dos Ojos (two eyes). 
12:30pm	Engage with the Akumal Ecological Center  https://ceakumal.org to learn about climate change, marine conservation and biodiversity. Service Learning! 
 4:30pm	We will get hands-on today with a cooking class!  We will visit a local market, shop and then cook our dinner together. 


		
December 13				Monkey Sanctuary 			( B, D )

Breakfast

Today we learn about the conservation efforts in the region at the Akumal Monkey Sanctuary.  Here we will tour the facilities that are dedicated to be a safe haven for a variety of wildlife. We will also have time to swim in the cenote. You will have time to buy lunch here.

Return to hotel for Spanish class, rest, and dinner.    


December 14  			Isla De Mujeres 			( B, L,)

Breakfast and depart for our day excursion to Isla de Mujeres.
Today is a long day, about 2 hours there and back! Lots of time to ask Gina questions about life in the Mayan Riviera today.  

We will take the boat out to the Isla and enjoy a snorkeling excursion.  

Before we depart we will meet the representative of Mujeres de la Islas to learn about their community development, educational, and sustainability efforts. 

Dinner is free as we will stop on the way back.  




December 15				 Wrap -up 				(B,L,D )

Breakfast

9:00am 	Spanish Lesson
11:00 am	Closing wrap-up with traditional Mayan healer.  
Lunch		followed by free time to relax at our resort and beach.  
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6:o0pm 	We end our journey celebrating together our Farewell Dinner. 

	


December 16   			Hasta Luego				( B )

AM 	We will check out of the hotel and drive to the airport to transfer back home. 

9:30 am 	Flight!  
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